
CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL 
 

At a meeting of the SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY 
COMMITTEE held in Council Chamber, Priory House, Monks Walk, Shefford on 
Tuesday, 15 October 2013. 

 
PRESENT 

 
Cllr D McVicar (Chairman) 

Cllr A R Bastable (Vice-Chairman) 
 

 
Cllrs Ms A M W Graham 

R W Johnstone 
K C Matthews 
 

Cllrs T Nicols 
B Saunders 
P Williams 
 

 

Members in Attendance: Cllrs P N Aldis  
  A D Brown Deputy Executive 

Member for Sustainable 
Communities - Strategic 
Planning and Economic 
Development 

  Mrs C F Chapman MBE  
  C C Gomm  
  D Jones  
  A Shadbolt  
  B J Spurr Executive Member for 

Sustainable 
Communities - Services 

  B  Wells Deputy Executive 
Member for Sustainable 
Communities - Services 

 

Officers in Attendance: Mr M Coiffait – Community Services Director 
 CI Tania Coulson – Chief Inspector 
 Mrs J Keyte – Head of Community Safety 
 Mrs S Marsh – Principal Minerals and Waste 

Planning Officer 
 Mr J Partridge – Scrutiny Policy Adviser 
 Mr R Romans – Minerals and Waste Team Leader 

 
SCOSC/13/64 

  
Members' Interests  

There were no interests or political whip declared in relation to any agenda 
item. 

 
SCOSC/13/65 

  
Chairman's Announcements and Communications  

There Chairman informed Members that although the BEaR project had been 
scheduled to be considered by the Committee, in light of the decision not being 
considered by the Executive it would be rescheduled.  
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The Chairman also informed the Committee that he had agreed to add a 
supplementary item to the agenda regards the Minerals and Waste Local Plan 
due to reasons of special urgency to provide a view in advance of the 
Executive. 

 
SCOSC/13/66 

  
Petitions  

There were no petitions received from members of the public. 
 

SCOSC/13/67 
  

Questions, Statements or Deputations  

There were no questions, statements or deputations received from members of 
the public. 

 
SCOSC/13/68 

  
Call-In  

There were no decisions of the Executive referred to the Committee under the 
Call-in Procedures. 

 
SCOSC/13/69 

  
Requested Items  

There were no requested items. 
 

SCOSC/13/70 
  

Incidents of Anti-Social Behaviour  

The Head of Community Safety introduced a report in light of a previous 
request of the Committee to receive information on numbers of incidents of 
anti-social behaviour (ASB) in Central Bedfordshire.  The attention of the 
Committee was drawn to an expected upward trend in the numbers of incidents 
and the previous reasons for under-reporting of incidents.  Chief Inspector 
Tania Coulson also informed the Committee of Bedfordshire Police’s response 
to ASB. 
 
In light of the report and the further clarification the Committee discussed the 
following issues in detail:-  

• The level of activity undertaken by the Police to safeguard vulnerable 
people.  The Chief Inspector informed the Committee that the level of 
support provided to residents was based on the individual circumstances 
of an incident.  It was agreed that providing the right level of support to 
those deemed most vulnerable was important.  

• Whether there was a link between deprivation and incidents of ASB.  
The Head of Community Safety commented it was possible to draw a 
connection between deprivation and ASB. 

• The importance of defining ASB so that people understood what was, 
and more importantly what was not, recorded as ASB.  The Head of 
Community Safety confirmed that there was a legal definition of ASB, it 
was important to manage residents expectations in light of the level of 
resource that was available to respond to ASB.  

• The importance of communication between partners in order to 
understand and respond to incidents of ASB. 
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In addition the Committee discussed in detail concerns regarding the format of 
the data provided to the Committee on incidents of ASB.  It was suggested by a 
Member that the Committee needed to know the population of areas in order 
understand the context within which the numbers of incidents of ASB had 
occurred.  It was suggested that resources could incorrectly be focused on 
those areas where there were more incidents of ASB without properly referring 
to the quantum of the population.  It was also suggested by a Member that in 
future the data should provide a breakdown of the nature of incidents of ASB.  
This breakdown was particularly important for Town and Parish Councils so 
that they could consider whether to use their funds to support Police operations 
in dealing with incidents.  The Head of Community Safety agreed to consider 
the format of the data in future iterations.  
 
RECOMMENDED that the Committee recognise the data in its current 
form is open to interpretation and would suggest that in future it includes 
a quantum of ASB per 1,000 population and if possible a breakdown of 
types of incidents in relation to each ward. 

 
SCOSC/13/71 

  
Minerals and Waste Local Plan: Strategic Sites and Policies  

The Team Leader Minerals and Waste introduced a report summarising the 
comments of the Inspector in relation to the Minerals and Waste Local Plan.  In 
particular the attention of the Committee was drawn to the comments regards 
Thorn Turn. 
 
A Member queried why a site for silica sand production had not been identified 
for reasons of confidentiality.  The Team Leader Minerals and Waste informed 
the Committee that the confidentiality issue related to the sales from existing 
sites, which unless aggregated could not be released.  
 
NOTED the Inspector’s report 
 
RECOMMENDED that the Minerals and Waste Local Plan: Strategic Sites 
and Policies be agreed following the incorporation of the modifications 
proposed by the Inspector. 

 
(Note: The meeting commenced at 2.00 p.m. and concluded at 3.37 p.m.) 
 
 

Chairman……………………………. 
 

Date………………………………….. 


